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Buffalo Broadcasting Co., Inc. (WIVB-TV), licensee of Tele-
vision Broadcast Station WIVB-TV, Buffalo, New York, by its at-
torneys, hereby submits its Comments on the "Petition for Notice
of Inquiry”" filed by the Association of Maximum Service Telecast-
ers, the National Association of Broadcasters and 56 other broad-
cast organizations and companieé (hereinafter jointly referred to
as Petitioners) on February 13, 1987.

1. The Petition for Notice of Inquiry urged the Commis-
sion to initiate an inquiry into the issues arising from the in-
troduction of High Definition Television (HDTV) and other advanced
television technologies, and the possible impact of these new
technologies on the availability of 1local broadcast service and
the local broadcasting system. As noted by the Petitioners, the
purpose of such an inquiry would be to "enable the Commission to
make an informed determination as to what regulatory measures, if
any, are necessafy to ensure that free, universal service provided
by local broadcasters has an opportunity to compete in the video
marketplace of the future."

2. WIVB-TV applauds the initiative of the Petitioners in
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directing the Commission's attention to the critical issues con-
fronting local broadcasters as HDTV, the next generation of tele-
vision technology, emerges on the video scene. HDTV has been de-
scribed as "a system designed to allow viewing at about three
times picture height such that the transmission system is virtual-
ly or nearly transparent to the level of detail that would have
been perceived in the original scene by a viewer with average

visual acuity." Report -801-1, International Radio Consultative

Committee (CCIR).

3. As enumerated by the Petitioners and endorsed by
WIVB-TV, the issues that ought to be explored by the Commission in
connection with HDTV include the following:

(1) the features, capabilities and developmental
status of advanced television production, transmission
and reception systems either now under development or
whose development is foreseen, including improvements
in the current NTSC system, enhanced 525-line systems
and HDTV systems;

(2) the extent to which each of these new tech-
nologies is compatible with

(a) existing NTSC receivers, and,
(b)Y current local broadcast channels;

(3) the extent to which each of these new tech-
nologies can be transmitted by home video delivery ve-
hicles competitive with local broadcast stations, in-
cluding cable, VCRs, videodiscs, DBS, and MMDS/ITFS;

(4) the means by which the various improved tele-
vision technologies will enter the home video market-
place, the timetables under which they will do so, and
the effect they will have on the home video market;

(5) the perceived public interest implications of
these developments, including the effect on the uni-
versal reach, competitive posture and long-term via-
bility of the local free broadcasting system; and,
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(6) the options the Commission might consider to
provide 1local broadcast stations the opportunity to
compete in the home video markets of the future, in-
cluding appropriate spectrum-allocation and interfer-
ence-protection policies.
In the view of WIVB-TV, the most critical among the issues that
should be considered by the Commission is the availability of
spectrum space. It is estimated that consumer electronics manu-
facturers will be moving toward an introduction of HDTV equipment
in the U.S. within the next three to five years. Prototype equip-
ment demonstrated thus far is capable of delivering the high reso-
lution, better color, and wider picture of HDTV programs by satel-
lite, cable, disc and cassette tape. As the NAB HDTV Task Force
has recently noted:

"Terrestrial broadcast is the only medium which cannot

currently deliver HDTV. The HDTV picture contains on

the order of six times more information than current

pictures which means that additional spectrum space

must be used for its transmission, even after applica-

tion of the most advanced technologies for compressing

picture information."
Without the allocation of additional spectrum space, local broad-
casters would be effectively shut out of the HDTV marketplace.
Such a result could permanently relegate terrestrial TV broadcast
stations to second class status, much like AM radio when viewed in
competition with the technically superior FM broadcast service.
WIVB-TV seconds the Petitioners' warning that inaction on the part
of the Commission at this time may precipitate such a result. As

stated, "the potential impact of the HDTV transition on the local

broadcast system of this country has sufficiently serious spectrum



allocation implications to warrant an immediate and thorough Com-
mission investigation along the lines requested in [the] Petiti-
tion."

4, WIVB-TV is committed to providing technically competi-
tive broadcast service to the residents of Buffalo, New York and
its surrounding environs. -In order to maintain a technically com-
petitive position in the video marketplace, however, the station
must be able to take advantage of emerging technologies such as
HDTV. WIVB-TV and other local broadcasters will only be able to
do so, however, if the Commission acts quickly to ensure the com-

patiblity of the local broadcast system with HDTV.

Respectfully submitted,
BUFFALO BROADCASTING CO., INC.
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Its Attorneys
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

It is hereby certified that true copies of the foregoing
"Comments" were served by first-class United States mail, pos-

tage prepaid, on this 10th day of June, 1987, upon the following:

Jonathan D. Blake, Esquire
Gregory D. Schmidt, Esquire
J. Daryl Dodson, Esquire
Covington & Burling

1201 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW
Washington, DC 20044

Henry L. Baumann, Esquire

Senior Vice President/General Counsel
National Association of Broadcasters
1771 N Street, Nw

Washington, DC 200365

J. Laurent Scharff, Esquire
James M. Smith, Esquire
Peter D. O'Connell, Esquire
William S. Green, Esquire
Pierson, Ball & Dowd

1200 - 18th Street, NW
Washington, DC 20036

Marvin J. Diamond, Esquire
Hogan & Hartson

815 Connecticut Avenue, NW
Washington, DC 20006

Michael J. McCarthy, Esquire

Senior Vice President/General Counsel
A, H. Belo Corporation

400 South Record

Dallas, TX 75202

Wade H. Hargrove, Esquire
Tharrington, Smith & Hargrove
Post Office Box 1151

Raleigh, NC 27602

Robert A. Beizer, Esquire
Schnader, Harrison, Segal & Lewis
1111- 19th Street, NW

Washington, DC 20036



Robert W. Barker, Esquire

Kenneth E., Satten, Esquire
Wilkinsen, Barker, Knauer & Quinn
1735 New York Avenue, NW
Washington, DC 20006

George H. Shapiro, Esquire

Arent, Fox, Kintner, Plotkin & Kahn
1050 Connecticut Avenue, NW
Washington, DC 20036

Joel Rosenbloom, Esquire
John Payton, Esquire

Daniel Marcus, Esquire
Howard B. Homonoff, Esquire
David R. Anderson, Esquire
Timothy N. Black, Esquire
Wilmer, Cutler & Pickering
2445 M Street, NW
Washington, DC 20037

James P. Riley, Esquire

Marvin Rosenberg, Esquire
Edward W. Hummers, Jr., Esquire
Fletcher, Heald & Hildreth

1225 Connecticut Avenue, NW
Washington, DC 20036

John A. Rafter, Esquire

Werner S. Hartenberger, Esquire
John S. Logan, Esquire

Alan C. Campbell, Esquire

Dow, Lohnes & Albertson

1255 - 23rd Street, NW
Washington, DC 20037

Richard R. Zaragoza, Esquire
Jonathan W. Emord, Esquire
Fisher, Wayland, Cooper & Leader
1255 - 23rd Street, NW
Washington, DC 20037

Steven A, Lerman, Esquire
Norman P. Leventhal, Esquire
Leventhal, Senter & Lerman
2000 K Street, NW
Washington, DC 20006-1809

Thomas R. Herwitz, Esquire
Vice President

Corporate & Legal Affairs

Fox Television Stations, Inc.
5151 Wisconsin Avenue, NW
Wasihngton, DC 20016



Michael H. Rosenbloom, Esquire
Wilner & Scheiner

1200 New Hampshire Avenue, NW
Washington, DC 20036

Mr. Gerald E. Udwin

Stephen A. Hildebrandt, Esquire
Westinghouse Broadcasting Company, Inc.
1025 Connecticut Avenue, NW

Washington, DC 20036

Vincent A. Pepper, Esquire
Pepper & Corazzini

1776 K Street, NW
Washington, DC 20006

Reed Miller, Esquire

Arnold & Porter

1200 New Hampshire Avenue, NW
Washington, DC 20036

Tom W. Davidson, Esquire
Sidley & Austin

1722 Eye Street, NW
Washington, DC 20006

Mr. Mickey L. Hooten
Vice President

The Hearst Corporation
959 Eighth Avenue

New York, NY 10019

Daniel K. McAlister, Esquire
Jefferson-Pilot Communications Company
1l Julian Price Place

Charlotte, NC 28208

Bruce Eisen, Esquire

Kaye, Scholerr, Fierman, Hayes & Handler
1575 Eye Street, NW

Washington, DC 20005

Arthur B. Goodkind, Esquire
Koteen & Naftalin
1150 Connecticut Avenue, NW

Washington, DC 20036

Howard Monderer, Esquire

Molly Pauker, Esquire

National Broadcasting Company, Inc.
1825 K Street, NW

Washington, DC 20006



Michael H. Bader, Esquire
John Wells King, Esquire
Haley, Bader & Potts

2000 M Street, NW
Washington, DC 20036

Gerald Scher, Esquire
Sundlun, Scher & Singer

1331 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW
Washington, DC 20004

L. Stanley Paige, Esquire
Post-Newsweek Stations, Inc.
1150 - 15th Street, NW
Washington, DC 20037

Erwin G. Krasnow, Esquire

Verner, Liipfert, Bernhard,
McPherson & Hand

1660 L Street, NW

Washington, DC 20036

Brian M. Madden, Esquire

Cohn & Marks

1333 New Hampshire Avenue, NW
Washington, DC 20036

Donald P. Zeifang, Esquire
Kenneth C. Howard, Jr., Esquire
Baker & Hostetler

1050 Connecticut Avenue, NWE
Washington, DC 20036

Warren C. Zwicky, Esquire
Storer Communications, Inc.
1155 Connecticut Avenue, NW
Washington, DC 20036

Eric A. Brass, Esquire
WGBH Educational Foundation
125 Western Avenue

Boston, MA 02134

Keller & Heckman
1150 - 17th Street, NW
Washington, DC 20036
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